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He are some of the. ma]or pxeces ,
o passed by the General Assembly du.tm 4
. sesszon For mo i

o | Ove {he’ govemor s:veto, the Assembiy:made-_
o the s_tate s medical’ man]uana pro" :

: sembly passed. a blll banmn pltals" ‘
o i'om forcmg nltrses 1o work overhme 'Ihe ov 2

foer iater-vetoed this bill:+ : : 5 i i E
Anewlaw has ¢reated- the basm beneﬁt health O ’

+ plan; an innovative, less-expenswe ‘hasic’ health:
care plan to be offered to small businessés, - =
“The General Assemny approved legislation to -
. require ‘companies with 25 or more empioyees to.
- offer a “cafeteria plan”. through which: :
_;could i 'urchase heaith msurance on_

_'?ZA bﬂl approved by the Assembl will make’
IV AIDS sereenmg a routme part of prenatalf'g
; tes’ang St .

e i+ Public Safety ; i
eglslatlon has beéen enzicted into law makmg it
& felony to participate in Auman trafficking —de-"
fined as transporting; soliciting, recruiting,- har-;

_ boring,providing, or- obtaihing ariother. ‘petson ¢
* for tranisport = for the purposes of forced'sex: . -
- /The: Assembly voted to. eliminate: ma.ndatory 9
mininitim sentenc.mg for ' drug - possession. The|
'legmlatlon is aimed at bringing about more flexi-
‘bility . in sentencmg and reducing Rhode Tsland's -
.record-high prison population and the skyrocket- .
ing cost 'The measure has been vetoed by the gov—- |

““The: IeglsIature passed a bﬂl that would clos

g the ex1stmg loophole in Rhode Island’s “Peeping -
_'I’om law. The legislation would change the exist- |

- ing-statute:to: ensure- that ‘all: “Peeping. Toms;”
- whethei' they .commit the' crime ‘on' ‘their ‘own -
“property or the property of another, _Wﬂl be pros— :
ecuted accordmgly e

: nidlir the deflmtlon of domes— B




| ameasire expected:
eyby’ allowing them to use smallei vehlcles such
- asSUVs and:mini-buses; to’ tranisport, students
~The- “Lindsay Ann Burke Act” named i inhonor of
‘a.23-year-old. North Kingstown woman whoiwas |
“brutally’ murdered, was approved by the legislature -
-and calls.on schools provide dating: vaence ed-.
-ucation: for middle and high school students, K
As a follow-u up to a law enacted last year re- !
quiring  the. phase-out of unhealthy drinks and
~-snacks from elementary, middle and jurdor-high
: schools,_leglslahon was, approved o ‘extend the '
50-0 i hschools m:t_he state.

il b dealt Wlth :
_ is, rathet than at the discre-
= supenntendent for violations of the
S zero toIerance” pohcy regardmg alcohol d.mgs :
: and weap ns

. Enwromnent " e
[ Both Chambers studled the state’s wa’zer supply

~ ‘and. ‘ways to protect and develop Water sources |

for Rhode Island’s future. . ': "

_ CeSSpools that pose a hlgh risk for water ‘cton-

tammahon will be phased out over the next five |

2:1_ afhzalf yea.rs under the Rhode Island. Cesspool

0 5 B

A pnonty during dev _Io'
:'Development for a'Ch _
-The General Assembi

‘ing'a’ persoh
when deteﬂmnmg for

‘Island residents to nge to Rhade Island ¢

SThe Assembly appraved “three bills th
developed by a special House commx_ssm
Ling ’chepeffect); of natural disasters.on property
“surance: costs The bills. ali addres differe

. LEng!aﬁ(_)n'_{_'hat_
Wmal_ SECUHW beneﬁts ;

X rot _‘_em considered "
7 dIISq IYING income ‘wheti ap,; lymgg for uni];fl— '
.Ployment. Prior to this new law, Rhode Island de- -

.'-Unammously apprqved in both chambers an
* signed info lawis legmlahon requiring the state to,
.divest from ‘companies in'Sidan that, ‘support the. S
Sudanese government’s genoc1de in the Darfur S
1'98103 g SR
+The’ Assembly approved legmlatlo to aﬂow T
members of public bodies with disabilities to’ par- L
_timpate in- meehngs by, phone ot other.electronic S
commumcatlons under’ waiver from the Gover—

~nor’s Com.rmssmn on Dlsablhtzes

Judicial pension regulations wili: be amended-i___ S
legislation that prohibits Rhode Island judges ..
“and magisttates from | getting credit toward their .+

.'f-duty since Sept 13,
‘Defense’ Semce M
genera} : : R

Legzslahon paSS and signed into law adds =&
dlsabled veterans to those individuals eligible for

" disability: parking placards for their vehicles. .~

¢ Legislation has been-approved and signed mto Ll
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